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Introductory Note.
The Sunday Tlmos-Dlspatch offers to

Its readcrs the flrst of n serles of papers
on tho munlclpal undertaklngs of Great
Brltaln, from tho peii of Frederick Uphum
Adams, tho creator of "Colonel Monroo
nnd Hls Doctr.no" and author of "John
Burt," "Tho Kklnappod MIlllonnlroH" and
othor well known booka and essnys. Tho
government nf our gront cltlea and tho
«rad callon of tho curses of brlbery nnd
favorillsm occupy ilrst places amotig thu
probloms demandlng nttontlon and solu-
tlon at tho hands of tho mllllona of citi¬
zens who poptilate our great commerclal
ocntors. Mr. Adams hus long been a

Ktudent of thoso condlllons and Is pecul-
i'arly lllled for tho work hn has sclec'ed.
Thoso who havo read "Colonel Monroe's

Doctrlno" and other writlngs need not ho
nssurcd of thn llterary excellonce of thla
serles of nrtlclss, The author tnkes hla
inidos with hlm, and togcthcr they sAudy
tho real Engllshmnri of to-day; admlrlm;
hls progress, amlllng nt hls follles and
protestlng at that natlonal tnlnt of atli-
pldlty whlch he fondly Imaglnea to bc
conversntlsni. i
England ls faclng the most mermrjntoua

trlsls In tho hlstory of modern natlons.
Hcr commerclal, manufacturlng and poll¬
tical oxlstcnne ls dlrectly menaced hy rc-

lentless outshio rlvnls nnd by the Inertia
of a stolld Internal stupidlty. Tho nlert
istatesmen of all countrlos aro eagcrly
walchlng her next movea on the world's
c-hess board, nnd unlcss slgna nro mls-
leadlng a commerclal war la pendlng ot
most stupendous magnltudo and one from
wh!ch the Unlted States ennnot reason- jnhly hope to escape unscathed. \
The inltlal paper whlch follows la large-

ly devoted io a drscrlption of England'a
remarkable rallway system. with a word
palhtlng of certaln pecullaritles ,of the
world'a metropolls.

Lontlon and tlie Londoner.
GREAT BR1TA1X Is ln Ihe throes ot

a revolutlon. Her antlquu cuetoms
aud venerated Instltutions are, ln

process of destructlon. From out their
nihis there Is rearing the framework of
nu edlllco whlch may typlfy a new civill-
ratlon. Tho revolutlonlsts are Ui absolute
oontrol, yot their ntimbcrlcss vlciorica
have been won without n blow struck iu
nnger. '

l c-hitni credit for a dlscovcry. The
Vnlted Stutes Is the most conservatlvo
natlon 011 the globe and Oroat Brltaln ls
the most nidical. We smlle at tho vislon-
arv and hcsltate to grant hls thporles tho
favor of a hored tolerance: Cireat Brltaln
<-lects hlm to ofllce, indorses and adopts
lils fanclcs. and by the expendlture of
cbuntless millkms of trcasurc, w.'ll.ngly
Milsed. transforms hls drenms into moi.u-

lnental aud accmlngly practlcal rcall-
tics.

r'n Ihe United States the propositlon
that our clties should own and opcrato
nuch ut-ltlcs as Street rallways, gas and
olectrlc lightlng plants and other worka
miscoptlble of monopollstlc control, has
not far progressed beyond tho stago of
ncadomlc dlscusslon. In more than onn

Jiunrircd of the larger cltles of.tho Unl'ed
Klngdom the right of prlvato owncrshlp
in such propertles haa been rcpcalcd hy
lega) onactrhents. Thoso of us who.-c
Itnowledge of what has happened is con-

Cned to oeca-sional nnwspeper comments
have not the fnintest cnnceptlon ofthe
Btupendous momenfum of this movoment.
or of what It portends, not to England
alor.e, but to every clvlllzed country on

the foco of the earth.
Even more startllng |s the paradox that

this munlclpal radlcallsm has developed
nmoiig the people who yot stupldly cllrg
to obsoleto ciiHtonis and tradltlons, and
whose commerclal nnd manufacturlng
prestlgc la menaced by their rofusal jo
ndopt mothoda »nd devlcc's of proved »U-

perlorlty. It shall be my purpose ln the
nitlclea which follow to show ln sliarp
but acctirato contrasts tho products of tho
jticw rndleallstn.nnd the tlme-worn Instl-
tutiona whlch surround them. I may
waniler at tlmes from tho cxact llmlt.t
or my subject, but that Is ono of the
privlleges of an. author who trnvels be¬
yond the conllnes of hls famlllar horl-
zon.

TTor three days our f-tenmslilp plowod
through the long hcave of tho North At-
lantle. the frea'hly p'aintcd deckwork glls-
lenllig ln tho rays of an iniclouded De-
(<\»3l-.er sun, polnting her bow stoadlly to*
ward Land's End. Tho gentle brcoze
was laden with tho caresslng balm ot
fpring. Tha sun blazed away at the star*
hoard promenade dook. compelllng the
. asting aslde of wraps and rugs. Thn
veather was that whlch ono -would ex-

pect ln June. Holdlng an cveri keel on
thnt parallel of latitude whloh bisecta
Hudyon's Bav.lt seomed fllfflcUlt to roal-
ize that inoro than a thousand mlles to

Jhe south ot us the Unlted Statea was

laden with snow and blocked by Ice.
The mornlng dawned glorlously on the

day wo were to havo our flrst view of
the out-juttlng land of England. The
Scllly lales were due to ralse their Jagged
cresta on the eastern hoKzon at about
noon, and as tho hour approached scores
of glasses were levcled ln that ulrectlon.
At 10 o'clock there was not a susplc on

of vapor bonenth tho liuse vault of sky
nnd sea. Ltke mng'c tho aspect of tho
pe.-fcupe chnnged. Between us and Erg-
1'ind tlicrp waa re.ired n.wall of sir.oke-
llko fog. Swlrllng clouds of mlst wrlthed
ahoyo our hoads. The sun stru^g ed
hravoly for a moment nnd then dlsnppeir-
od. nor tld 1 seo hls faco ngiln s.ive nt
lirlef and rare Interval-t for more tluin
two months when homeward bouud and
fni out on tho Atlnn'.le
The ohsorvnt on Is p obiibly not orlg'nnl,

but 11 aojouru Ih the gront Engllsh mo-

tropolls and ln tho provlnclnl o.tles nf the
Unltod Klngdom, comblned with a study
of Ita hus iiosh men and their methods,
tmggesta tho thcory that their trnuitlonnl
nnd boasled consorvatlam ls nolhlng mora
or less than the ovolutlonnry outcome of
uuccesslvo gcncrntlons spont ln a fog in*
closod nnd mlst llmltcd horlzon. It may
ho 80t down ns n planslhle propositlon
that the Inhabltants of any comniunlty
who fiir long perlods of 'tlmo are rtcnled
u raiigo of vlslon not e.sceod|ng n few
liundrod yards must bo more thuii ordi-
iiarily glfted with liut*Slna(|on ln order
to oscapo the haiid'cap of niental nur-
jowness. Thla theory is fortlflod by tho
facl that your travolod Engllshnian
liroadens ao rapidly nnd thoroughly thnt
he bears only the falnteai rob-ivmblaiice
lo thoso who yot peer dlmly down tho
vapotous finvets of l.ondon, l.Mrralngham,
Jdancbester, Olasgow «nd other eltloF,
,Whe« the &t|u ehines ln Oroat Eritatu
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at any tlmo durlng tho'slx cold and w«t
montlts of the year tho fact ls duly ra-

cordcd In tho papcrs as an Intorestlug
Itcm of news. I was assured thnt the a
are places where sunshlno ls not rcgarded
aa a phcnomenon, but I could not flhd
them, nor did I talk with any ono who
had. Thoso who lack tho money with
whlch to cscapo from this awful cllmato
and spend the season In Southern France
or Italy, .'rlsk the salvallon of their Im-
mortal souls by ansortlng that they love
fog, and chant tho pralses of smoko-
grimed and mlst-choked old London.
Tho followlng mornlng found us well

up *ho droaded Engllsh Channel. On this
occaslon It was smooth as the proverblal
mll) pond. This destroyed another of
my Hluslona to the erfect that this partl-
cular reach of water ls always rough.
On tho rcturn trlp It. was even moro
smooth. Wc clrcled lnto tho mouth of
tho Thames, tcellng our way eautlously
through the fog, past tho wrecks of
ahlpa whlch had run aground or sunk
uiuier slmllar rlrcumstances. At tlmes
the fog llfted enough to glvc a gllmpsn
of ihe low. muddy and uniifteresting
ahorcs of this famous rlver.
Another llluslon wcnt by tho board

when n long, raklsh craft belonglng to
tho Royal Ciistoms Deparmcnt challeng-
ed our progress, east a line on boaid and
made fast to our port quarter. 1 had
always read and, of courso, lmpllcity be-
llevod that England was the one freo
trado natlon on the globe where the pll-
grlm's personal effects wero not mado
Ihe object of tho prylng Inspccilon ot
mlnlons of a custom ofllce. But not so.

No sollcd sock or gullty pajama escaped
the kcen oyes or ruthless fVngers of tho
unlformed men who swarmed the decks
whoro tho luggagc had been plaeed.
Two months Jater a New Tork cus-

toms Inspector accepted my word that
my satchcls and trunks contained noth-
Ing duCable, nnd dld not even open them
for a glanco at their Innocont contents.
One learns from travel many things not
wrltten in the boolcs.
Having gnccessfully stood the. test of

hls majesty's olilcials, \rt were pcrmitted
to land on Engllsh soll at Tilbury. This
town la about twenty-flvc m'.Ies from
London, and wo wero assured that a

speclal vtraln was awalting us to whlsk
us lnto tho metropolle. The Amcrlcan
who can rostraln a smllc nt the flrst slglit
of an Engllsh rallway traln Is either ab-

solutcly lacklng the eenso or humor or

ls deprcsscd over a rcccnt dcath ln lila
famlly. They look llke the toy tralns ono

cxpccls to find at Coney Island or at

klndrod rcsorts.. wlilch mako o spcclalty
of frcaks.
All theso polnta and othere whlch I

Fhall mentlon from tlmo to tlmo are fa-
mlllar to those who havo travclcd ln

Eugland, but I am attcmptlng to wrlto
for the hcneflt of thosji who, have not,
and who.se Impressions aro dcrived from
outhoia who ravo about rulncd castlcK,
moated grnnges, terraced slopes ana othor
lovely thlngs. Tho young woman from
Central IIIIiioIb who writcs those cntranc-
Ins EngUsh soclety novcl3 would neyer
attcmpt another lf she could sce her bero
and heroinc begin their honeymoon trlp
In a typlcal'f.rst class Engllsh rallway
traln.

lt may bo posslblo to deslgn a struct-
uro more unslghTiy and uncomfortablo
than the standard Engl'.sh compartment
passenger car. but no ono has yet suc-

cecded in doing lt. It ls dlfllcult to,
descrlbe lt and more so to comprehend
the excuse for Its exlstcnce. Take a

small frelght car just hlgh enough for a

well pronortlonetl man to s'tand erect ln.
From lloor to roof crect three or four

partltior.s so as to completcly separate
ono "compartment" from another. Then

place two benches ln each compartment
so that they wlll face ono another. The
backs must bo pcrfectly stralght, and
vind'T no clrcumstances must any at-

tonip*. be madc to conform to the curves

whlch nn all-wlsc Provldeneo dcsigncrl
for the human body., Each beneb holds
flve pas>.engcn«, und when properly seated
Ihelr knees ahould strike nnd their feet
intorlock. Overhead are ahelvcs for "lug-
gaso." You aro allowed to put anythlng
ln a eampartment which will go through
tbo sido doors. They do not check bag-
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gago In EnglamJ, and If you do not car-

ry It wlth you It ls Ilkely to bo lost. Thcre
is a "luggage van" for artleles of the
sl-o of baby carrlages. On most tralns
there aro three classes of compartments,
vlz: (irst, sccond and thlrd class. The
fares on the thlrd class are about halt
those on the flrst, and those on the sec-
ond class half way between. but slnce
tho accomodatlons aro practlcally the
the pame ln all of those, tho average
travelcr aaves hls money by patronlzlng
the thlrd class cars. Were lt not for tho
slgns one would havo no way of knowing
whother he wero ln a flrst or a thlrd class
compartment.
Most of tho station oRlclols were aged

men. some of whom probably knew Stev-
enson when ho was a boy. Six of us took
our seats in a compartment. It was a

cold, raw day and the compartment con-

talned no steam colls or other dcvlcus
for givlng heat. An Engllshman entered
and wrapped his feet and legs up In a

("travellng rug." Unless you carry one

of these heavy and cumbersomo thlngs
about wltti you ln England pneumonla
wlll mark you for ati.untimcly end. I
had no rug. and the outlook was desper-

i'atc. At this crlsls the door opened agaln
and a vstation employe slid a iong rectan-
guiar plecc of mobal along the floor, drop-
plng it with a dull thud.
"VThat Ib that?" I afked of an Eng-

[¦ji_.IV fellow passcnger. asbamed a moment
later of roy. shocking. display of. Igno-
rance. ¦ ¦'

He evldently- resented my addresslng
hlm wlthout the formality of an intro¬
ductlon, but yleldcd eriough. to Inform
me that it was a "foot warmer." .Ho
removed his glovc. placed his' hand fear-
lessly upon it and looked _t hls compan-
ion wlth a '-llght csprewlon of stirprlso
on hls face.'

'

.

"It's warm; don't you know! ..ho taid.

"My word: it is! Extraordinary!" ox-

|clalmed tlie other. Wo all solemnly
placed our hands upon it and felt the

plcaslng sensatlon or heat.
"What makes lt hot?" I askcd, doter-'

mlned to pursuo my investlgutlon to the
bltter end.
"It's iilled with hot. watcr,' ans.werod

my Engllsh frlend, with a pltylng smflo.
Somehow. I- felt that he suspocted I was

an Amerlcan. Hls next words conflrmed
that Busplclon.
"You don't havo those Ih Amerlca?

ho sald with a rlslng Infleotlon.
"Our country folk use aomcthhig llke

it when they go bob-sled rlding," I sald,
anxlous to provo that my natlve country
Is well abreast of tho progress ot the age.
"When I was a boy my mother used to

wrap a hoL brick ln a flannel cloth and
put It ln tho bed to warm our feet. Wo
have a great many of tho modern Ini-'
provements, even If ours ls a new and
uiideveloped country" I concluded, fear-
Ing to say moro for fear that hu would
thlnk mo boastful, llke so many of my
countrymen. |
Wepulled out from the statlon and soon

'got undor a moderato headway. The
sonsatlon soemed famlllar ns wo jolted
over the ratls, but it was some moments

j before I coutd remcmber where I had
oxpericnced it In former years. Then the
recollectlon of stolcn rldes on the rear

car of a branch line frclght traln came

b.ick to me. It was llke rcnewlng ono's
youth. One car was gulltless of sprlnga
and tho axles were fastened rlgldly to
tho frame on the same mocii»'.iIcal prln-
ciple that small. boys construct a wagon
from a dry goods box with.the heads ot
cheese boxes for wheots. AVhen wo hit
a curvo the wheels had to sllp and skid
in order to make up the dlfferpnce. lt

.struck me as rather prlmltlve, but thrlll-
Ing and interesting. Whlle I was thlnk-
ing about it we stopped at a statlon and
one of our passengers showed unmistok-
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RUBENS' " INFANT CHRIST, ST. JOHN AND ANQELS."

A "Ug-Ut Fancy," pure and simple, is Rubens* "Infant Clmst, St. John and
\ni_els " Vcf. it is a very beautihii picturc, and so popular was it iti its day tnat

the a.tist had to make a duplicate of it. This duplicate iVin Berhn, whtle tho

orit'i.nal is in Ihe Albertina collection at Vionna.

Onc would bc almost tomptcd to say that no serious artist would portray this

siibie- in such a nianncr. but ono has to understaud Rubens to understand hj>Sffe Ha tU » painter, a colorist.hrst of all. und-both h.s reason and imagr

to' paint flesh. Ho liked the shcen and gjisien of it, aud he ihoruughly mulersiootl
how to render xhcse tliings with his brush.

He studied carefully his own chiklren, and roiuped with tlieni a great duii. tu.

dciigjltcd. in watching the play of expression on a child's face trom niome.iu tn. nio-

uicnt, and in point of fact the various faces and expressious in Uns puitiu. ait.

taken from hus own offspring. . , ,-.,, ,1,,. ,,.,.-

The pictnre is nlniost phrely ilccaratjye, lt is a colvr sclieivie, m vv'ucll UlP P"i-
ple. grapes and.frim and dark grecn leaves und foliagc omi.t lor uilly as, mncli as,

the .childvcti,

able slgns of an Intentlon to got oUt.
Now tho oxlt from tho standard Eng¬

llsh traln, even when lt has come to a

Btandstlll at a statlon, ls rathor a sorious
mattor tor a novlcc. On many tralns tho
doors are loeked from tho outsido by a

statlon omployo and when you reach your
destlnatlon you must wait to havo lt
unlocked or else open the wlndow.If you
can.and ernwl out. Bub ln thla li^4fcnco
tho door was not locked, and ,tho opera-
tloh of escaplng was eamparatlvely slm-
ple. Thero ls no knob. handlo or other
opening dcvico on tho Inslde.why, no one

scems to know.so the wlae troveler low-
crs tho wlndow, reachcs out his hand by
a contortlvo effort and turns tho faatcn-
lng, which ls cxactly simllur to that on

tho ordlnary publlc hack or carrlago.
Then ho allghts, lotting in a blast ot'
cold alr. The one slttlng nearest tho
door Is supposed to closo tho wlndow.
When tho conductor dcsiros,to collec't or

irspact tlckets the traln is halted at n

statlon long enough to permit hlm to open
each separate door for thnt purposc. No
ono calls but tho next statlon or tho ono

at whlch you havo stoppcd.
As an example ot how not to «o a

thing the Engllsh railroad is without a

pebr in this boundless unlverse. Thero
aro botter tralns In the Klngdom than tho
ono from Tllbtiry. but the ono just faintly
descrlbcd ls a falr samplo of what one

TRAFFIC IN CROWED FLEET STREET.

has to patronlze, unless maklng long and
dlreot Journeys. It ls lmposslble to put
ln prlnt the terrors and dl8comforts oC
a clay spont in a "compartment car."
lt Is not an uncommon thlng for women

to bo maltreated and ovon inurderert
twlthout belng ablo to make o.n outory or

In any way attract attentlon. You 'aro

llkely to bo Iocked ln with a besottod
human bcast and forced to enduro hia
company for hpurs. The blgoted, home-
ralsed Engllshriian objects to tho mod¬
ern American typo of rallway coach on

tho ground that lt ls "too promlscuous."-
Hn saya ho wlshea "soclualon." A hog
in a pen mlght ral30 tho samo objectlon-
to an open pasturc.
It took us an hour and twenty mlnute*

to run the tweuty-rtve mlles. As we ncar-
ed tho conflnes of London tbe pall. ot
smoko and l'og darltencd. In tho London
statlon one would have thought It mltl-
nlght, but lt waa not yot 3 o'clock of :that
December aftornoon. Thoro wero no

clouds, only smoko and fos.
My flrst impresslon ot London us th«

cnb swung out of St. Poncras Statlon and
through a mazo ot crooked streets, was

ihe absoluto perfection of the 'stono pave-
mouts over whloh wo wero drivlng. Thera
are thousands of mlles of solid stone

pavements ln London, almost aa smooth
as nowly-lald asphalt, and I doubt if any

clty in the Unlted Statos can duplicate
a hundred yards oftt. There is no secret
or deep mystery concernlner tho manner

ln' whloh this over-weonlng superiorlty
has beon attained. Engllsh cities ex-

pend vast sums of money on their street
pavements. They spend lt bonestly. in-
telligently. and lay a pavement to last.
not a year, but a century. I shall have
more to say on this subject later.
My second Impression waa f.hat thera

worc no street obstructlons. On every
hand old buildings were bcing torn down.
and new and grander ones rearing ln
their places. Many of the streets wero

narrow, but no plles of brick nor steam-
Ing mortar beda i'.Iled one foot ot tho

spaco of tho thoroughfare. No delivery
wagons backed up to a curb and :»*»

llberately unlbaded whllo a processlon of

vehlcles fornied in llno to awalt tha
convenlonco of a lazy and IniprudenU
driver. From curb to curb tho streets ot

London aro absolutely reserved for trat-
flc No cltv ln tho world has so stupen-
do'us a trafllc. and ln no.clty aro horses
so rapidly driven, yot uccidents. are so

raro ns to bo almost tinhcard of.
Trafllc holds to the left Instead of to

tho right. as In our country and ln most
otliers. The driver who swlngs a foot
across tho ccnter of the streot "ls llablo
to arrest and sovere punlshment. At
all crosalngs of conseciuenco ara "Isles
of safety".ovnl ralsed spaces In whlch
tho podestrlan can stand untRthe way

Is \clear for his passogc. New Tork,
f'hlcago and other American cities ara

ln the Infant class so far as the regula-
tion of street trafllc is eoncerned, when
ono watches tho clockwork preclsion ou

London's swarralng highways.
And who directa thla mlracle? Th«

London "bobby".the clubless. unarrned,
«ll«»nt nnd undemonstrative London police-
nian 1 ilrst saw hhn at work when tb«
cabbv turn'ed lnto Trafalgar Square. clv-
cled 'past the National Gallery and wa*

about to tiirn lnto the Strand. Ahead ot
us and bohlnd us was an unhroken line
of cabs, 'buses and vehlcles of all descrlp-
tlons. To the right another glittering
Une was swlftly passlng. We had just
reaohed the angle formed by the Strand
and St. Martin's lane when a man wear-

Ing an ollcloth holmet and a long water-

proot cape ralsed the foroftnger of hls
vlght hand. \ douht if the driver t'sht-
<»ned the reins. Even the cab horse.,
know what that ralsed toreflnger nieans.

Wo atoppod right then and there, Tn«
entre llno halted llko a toy railroad
traln whlch runs agalnst a parlor «all.

Across the openlng my companiou PO"1*1
to a pr.inclng team and a carrlago with

a4hars"1%: DuL of Dedford," he sald.
"lt would liava mtulo no dlftvreneo were

lt the cqiilpago of the I'.lneo of W««,
rt was as ho sald. Rk'h .'llul »,oor- hlslj

nrd low arstoerat and plehelan s'and

on one rieniocratlc plano when lt eonies

io eros'slha n street ln London. Only tha

King hus"the right of way. and he sel-

dom tisos lt. Through tho par'ed stream

of trallU tho foot passengers passed m

sifety. llko tho Chlldren of lamel. when
Vlo^es ralsed hls waud and par'JB llyj
waves of tho Rod Saa. Thtis on lum.lredH
of streot intersectlons *>hicles yleld lo

podestrlatia nn<l podestrlitna to veh olas,
both great tldes checked IntermUtently to

niove agaln steadlly and swlftly on.

"All of theso drivers cannot bo patft-
gons of vlrtue and dlselpllno," I sald t..

mv London frlend. as the olflcer gavo tho

Bignal that wo mlght go on, ''SMPPW
our eabhy had dlsregarded that ral.ed
forotVngor'.' llc would havo been urrcsted,
I iivosumo?" ,

'

,-

",\'oi now," repll'd '"-V J/UM'H^or,
-That would have stopped tratlt", *>N
noihing is pcrnilt'«d i*> 4* ,u*1' ' '",
.l1Ve" would h-iv.- laken hia number. a>id

he wvjld pav.ii been i,n'*^(1__r^.,"'"'X
l^jiuu'ue"d <Mt V<.urth Fajje >


